Shanghai Surprise                        WONG Yin-shan, Kristina
'What?  "Shanghai Surprise"?'

'Is it the movie acted by Madonna years ago?'

'Oh no. It is just an essay about my personal feelings towards a trip to Shanghai during the Easter holidays.'  

'Do you want to hear about it?'

School Visit -[Zhabei No.8 New Middle School & Xuhui High School]

Big surprise:
What surprises me most is their spacious campus and adequate facilities. They look more like a 'mini university" than a secondary school.  Believe me, no exaggerating. 

We visited two typical secondary schools during the 4-day trip in Shanghai.  They were chosen mainly because of their success in providing the best education for the next generation academically as well as non-academically.  Four days is a short time. 

 However,  

*We do hope that, through a school visit to two typical schools in a prosperous city in our home country, we can acquire something new and gain fresh insights into how to apply some innovative ideas in our lessons.

Unforgettable Impression – [general impression of the visit]

Big Surprise:
 Incredibly, Shanghai is such a fast-developing and fast-moving city. 

Before visiting, I didn't believe it had developed so rapidly both financially and commercially.   

Besides, there were some things that really impressed me:

a.
Architecture

Walking in the streets, it was not difficult to find buildings over 100 years old with different features.  However, they still look new.  Which board is responsible for town planning?  Surely, they deserve to be praised.

b.
Cleanliness

The streets are so clean, which leaves tourists and visitors [like us] with a good impression.  Perhaps it is the result of civic education.

c.
Tour

We visited several famous scenic spots during the trip.  Some were spectacular, some magnificent and one of them recalled my days in Venice.  It was very beautiful and traditional.  I remember we got there on the third day.  Though the travel was quite long and tiring, no one complained after visits.  Surely, sightseeing not only gives us fun but also a chance to have close contact with the locals.  It is something we can't acquire from school.

d.
Competitiveness

It is a very competitive city.  From observation and talking with our tour guide, Shanghainese, the young ones, especially, work very hard and try to make an effort to upgrade their competitiveness no matter they are at school or at work.  In fact, it is understandable as there are so many chances waiting for them.
Reminders - [never too optimistic or pessimistic]

You can't find any surprises here, just something we need to bear in mind.

Today, many people like to compare Hong Kong with Shanghai as the latter is moving fast.  Some even claim that the status that Hong Kong holds now will one day pass to Shanghai. Will it really come true? This made me aware of the situation we are facing.  Perhaps we need not be too pessimistic.  So what can we do to increase our competitiveness?

Strengthen Competitiveness 

There is nothing better for strengthening our competitiveness than by means of lifelong learning. As teachers, we have to think how we can equip our students with the best education so that they can compete with others not only in Shanghai but also worldwide. 

Positive Learning Attitudes & Personal ideas- [class-observation and post class- sharing] 

Big surprise: I hadn't expected IT education to have moved so quickly in some secondary schools in Shanghai.

I observed three classes in total.  There are four things I would like to share with you.

a.
A switch of Teaching Approach


It has become more communicative and student-centred.  This is good as it can create a livelier learning atmosphere.

b.
Using IT during lessons


I have no doubt about the effectiveness of IT in education.  However, taking the Mathematics lesson I observed as an example, my colleagues and I all agreed that in some calculations using talk and chalk would have been better.  So, should we use IT just for the sake of using it? 

c.
Strong Motivation

Through the class observation and post-class sharing with the teachers, we found that many students have a strong motivation to learn and actively participate during the lesson.   One reason is that they are aware of the importance of acquiring knowledge.  The higher educational level they can attain, the more chances they have to succeed.  However, I believe, there must be some ways that arouse students’ interests in learning.

d.
Good Command of English


In a class of Junior Secondary Two, I was just amazed that their spoken English was so marvellous.  Apart from the students' positive learning attitude, perhaps we have to look into the curriculum as well as the teaching methods and strategies.

Review - [something needs to be encouraged]

Again, you can't find my surprise in this paragraph.  It is just a review of teaching methods and strategies.  

Mutual class observation / Peer Teaching 

To many teachers in Shanghai, mutual class observation and peer teaching are part of the culture.  Through such means, teachers can learn from each other.  It is good as no one is perfect.  By means of sharing and collaborative learning, a successful teaching method can be achieved.  Do you think it is easy to have frequent class visits in Hong Kong with the tight teaching schedules teachers have?

Insight - [inspirations from seminars]

Big surprise:
 There are revolutionary reforms in the Education Policy in Shanghai.  They are for the good of students.  Through seminars, we gained insights into their success.  The following aspects are worth considering.

a.
No imitation

Development of creative thinking is really important to students. Yet, as a language teacher, how can I incorporate this skill into my lesson plans?  

b.
Development of students' talents 

It is true that teachers should help to develop students' talents and potential.  I gained an insight that some students may be good at speaking but poor in writing.  Then…

c.
Strategies for successful teaching 

Teachers have to learn how to conduct a lively lecture by all means so as not to make students feel bored. Peer teaching and teachers’ self-evaluation are highly stressed.

Self-evaluation [think before making complaints]

A precious surprise:
No more complaints is the last surprise that I got from the seminars.

In fact, we shouldn't complain about our students’ low motivation and poor learning attitudes.  We should ask ourselves: 

Have I tried my best to make the students be motivated?

Is there anything wrong with our teaching methods or communication with students?

Encore - [a new plan]

Special thanks were given to the Staff Development Committee members who had made an effort to arrange such a fruitful trip for us. Really, it left me many questions to be answered and they are challenging. The visit was really worthwhile. It is a pity that I’m not good at Putonghua.  I'm a bit afraid I might have missed some important messages.    Therefore, I have decided to take a course and am planning for the 2nd visit to Shanghai in the future.

